a2 United States Patent

Misawa

US007726890B2

US 7,726,890 B2
Jun. 1, 2010

(10) Patent No.:
(45) Date of Patent:

(54) CAMERA

(75) Inventor: Atsushi Misawa, Saitama (JP)
(73)

")

Assignee: FUJIFILM Corporation, Tokyo (JP)

Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this

patent is extended or adjusted under 35
U.S.C. 154(b) by 472 days.

@
(22)

Appl. No.: 11/653,236

Filed: Jan. 16, 2007

Prior Publication Data

US 2007/0166027 A1l Jul. 19, 2007

(65)

(30)

Jan. 19, 2006
Jan. 19, 2006
Jan. 19, 2006

Foreign Application Priority Data

(IP) 2006-011614
(IP) 2006-011615
(IP) 2006-011616

(51) Imt.ClL
GO03B 17/00 (2006.01)
(52) US.CL ...ooervceee. 396/529; 396/84; 396/373;
348/360
(58) Field of Classification Search 396/71,
396/84, 148,378, 422, 529, 540, 541, 373,
396/383; 348/53, 360, 373, 375; 248/222.52
See application file for complete search history.

(56) References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
3,913,116 A * 10/1975 Kastneretal. .............. 396/383
3,940,777 A *  2/1976 Komine .......cccccceeeeeens 396/85
6,101,339 A * 8/2000 Mikietal. .......... .... 396/301
6,549,650 B1* 4/2003 Ishikawaetal. ............ 382/154
6,567,618 B2* 5/2003 Kaietal. ............ .. 396/299
6,864,911 B1* 3/2005 Zhangetal. .......cccceeeeee. 348/42
7,102,686 B1* 9/2006 Orimoto etal. ............. 348/375

7,280,151 B2* 10/2007 Kojimaetal. ............... 348/373
2003/0086006 Al*  5/2003 Misawa ................ 348/231.99
2004/0165107 Al* 82004 YIp .eoovvvvinrviiiiiiiiinnnns 348/375

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Jp 45-1345 U 1/1970
Jp 52-141288 U 10/1977
Jp 56-117739 U 9/1981
(Continued)
OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Machine translation of JP 2000-187268A.*
(Continued)

Primary Examiner—W B Perkey
Assistant Examiner—Linda B Smith
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Sughrue Mion, PLL.C

(57) ABSTRACT

An aspect of the present invention provides a lens-inter-
changeable camera which has operability equal to a right-
handed user and a left-handed user without necessity of any
addition of extra members and without sacrificing a design for
a smaller size. Since a camera according to the present inven-
tion does not need any extra members, a user-friendly camera
which eliminates any disadvantage for a use by left-handed
persons at a high level that any conventional cameras have not
yet achieved can be achieved. Also, since a camera body can
be disposed on a left side as needed even for a right-handed
user and the right-handed user can operate the camera body
only with his/her left hand, this form is convenient when the
user picks up images while the user is operating another
apparatus with his/her right hand.
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